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possessed some high mission which he has kept secret, or some more than
ordinary means of fortune. This is not the case; and I wish to declare it. The
reception accorded to me during my stay in India was owing to very simple
causes, which it will be sufficient for me to point out briefly.

In the first place, if we go back to the year 1863, when I undertook my
journey, it will be remembered that France had then, to the eyes of strangers,
arrived at the apogee of her glory and power, and that her name might be said,
without boasting, to have filled the universe.